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of some and compensate for the disadvantages of others. They
learn in their bones, if their education is worth anything at all,
that they are not the last word, but that there are traditions
mightier than they with which they will do well to come to
terms.
How far are the less fortunate many being brought under
similar influences during these last formative years? The
school-leaving age has gradually been raised to fifteen. The
way is gradually clearing, for raising it to sixteen, and for
part-time continuation colleges. Young persons are no longer
left to sink or swim uncared-for in the whirl of under-
employment. And voluntary education and after-care are
proving an invaluable supplement to compulsory schooling.
For the overwhelming majority of British families before
the present century, schooling usually stopped short at the
point where some familiarity has been gained with the rudi-
ments of reading, writing, and arithmetic. Adolescence has
been essentially the time for learning a trade or otherwise
entering into wage-earning employment. Continued school had
to be additional to long hours of work. This was recognised
by the factory acts since 1833, when they tried to harmonize
employment between the ages of eight and thirteen with
compulsory part-time attendance at elementary schools at least
up to the age when an inspector would certify proficiency in
the three Rys, and from then till eighteen employment under
such safeguards as parliament might think good. And it was
recognised by a system of grants for voluntary evening
elementary schools since 1851, for young persons who were
at work all day.
Lowe's revised code with its scheme of payment by results
had the merit of indicating that a fair mastery of the elements
by a normal child could usually be obtained only by regular
attendance between six and twelve. When sufficient elemen-
tary schools for this purpose were provided under Forster's
act of 1870, school boards were permitted to frame by-laws
making school attendance compulsory up to the age of twelve
unless exemption was obtained by reaching a certain standard

